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EDITORAL
It makes you wonder, what with politicians shooting themselves in the foot 
whilst still backtracking on their last words. Big Climate debate in Scotland, 
thousands of people telling us not to use fuel, whilst many flew there and back 
in aeroplanes burning vast amounts of fuel. Meanwhile Covid still lurks. 
MERRY CHRISTMAS

Next copy deadline January 7th
The views and comments printed herein are not necessarily the views of

the Editor or this publication

St MARGARET S.E CHURCH CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL    

Come along and enjoy the lit-up trees in the twilight with 
refreshments, mince pies, cakes, tombola and wreaths. 
Entrance £1, children FREE



GPC  www.flixton.onesuffolk.net
GPC www.flixton.onesuffolk.net
The Grouped Parish Council of Flixton, St Cross & St Margaret South 
Elmham met at Batemans Barn by permission of Mr & Mrs Sanderson, 
on Tuesday 14th September at 7.30pm. Quotes are being sought for 
refurbishment of the St Cross Village sign, a letter regarding the permis-
sive footpath in Flixton had been sent to Mr Roma, but as yet no reply 
had arrived. The insurance has been renewed, Grange Road, Flixton, 
with its flooding and drainage was discussed at great length, and it is 
hoped to get the relevant parties together on site to rectify the problem 
once and for all. Remedial tree work is advised in St Margaret by Norse, 
this was approved. The split ash tree in St Cross has not been removed 
despite being reported to East Suffolk council and BT on numerous 
occasions. Next meeting                                          
FLIXTON village hall 9th November 7.30pm

MOLE
It amuses me to walk into the bank with a mask on as, if you had done 
it 18 months ago the buttons would have been pressed and the Police 
would have taken you away, now if you haven’t got one on you are likely 
to be ejected anyway. Durrants held a Charity clay shoot in the Beck 
valley in October, raising money for Royal Agricultural Benevolent 
Institute, which was this year’s chosen charity. Many thanks to Durrants 
and Cllr Cloke, our Suffolk County Councillor, for subsidising the First 
Aid course in St Margaret S.E village Hall, a skill that will benefit the 
community. The Litter pick in October filled a few more black bin bags, 
thank you to all concerned and to Norse for collecting it. Still in St Mar-
garet S.E Badminton has started again, amid much laughter and cries of 
‘Rodney’ as the shuttlecock hits the ceiling. Welcome to Kerry Wilmot, 
we hope you are happy here. All Saints local celebrity and Chair of the 
Rare Breeds Survival Trust, Gail Sprake, gave a talk at St Johns Church 
on Farming, showing and Conserving, this was a very interesting collec-
tion of facts and experiences. Two of our local hostelries have reopened, 
Flixton Buck and St Peters Hall we wish them well. The Remembrance 
service at St Margaret S.E saw Daniel Johnson make a swift trip outside, 
apparently he was saving a Ladybird. 



Ben L oughri l l

Professional  Chainsaw 
Sculpture & Timber Merchant

Sculptures

Sawmil l ing
& 

Firewood

ben-loughri l l@hotmail.com
www.benloughri l l .com

Tel:07776 121 401



FROM THE TRACTOR CAB
Watching the birds following the plough is always interesting, this year 
is the first time I’ve noticed a change. Usually the gulls, starlings and 
jackdaws follow behind the plough landing feeding and catch the plough 
again in a rolling action. The pied wagtails just keep walking forward as 
the plough passes. However, this year the Buzzards have joined in and 
instead of a continuous line of gulls behind the plough, there are gaps 
as where there is a Buzzard, no gull or other bird will land within 15 
feet either side of one. Bats are the only true flying mammal. They sleep 
hanging upside down navigate by echolocation. The UK is home to 18 
species. Most hibernate in the colder months as their diet is insects and 
very few fly during winter. They hibernate in tiny crevices, probably 
starting in November and they can drop their heartbeats to 4 a minute, 
which is some drop as it’s about 1000 a minute whilst flying. Don’t forget 
to feed the birds particularly at this time of year.

ST Margaret S.E  DIARY rules allowing
Monday 15, 22 & 29 November  FIRST AID COURSE 
     By MJ training 7.15 pm
Saturday/Sunday   4/5 December  Christmas Tree Festival, 
     St Margaret Church 2pm -6.30pm
Sunday 12 December   CHRISTMAS LUNCH 12.00 – 12.30pm,  
    Bar, raffle and Santa £10, 13 and under. 
    £5 to book ring MOLLY 01986782465 or  
    PHILLIP 07974126902
Sunday 19 December   Carol Service, 6pm
Thursday 23 December  6pm Santa on his sleigh through the 
    village with Ronnie Reindeer
 
Friday 14 January 2022  Fun Quiz, refreshments, raffle. 
    Hall, Entrance £5, 07974126902

St MARGARET S.E HARVEST LUNCH 2021
The Harvest lunch was held in a splendid marquee, courtesy of the 
Murton family who with a little help also erected and took it down, 
despite the wind doing its best to upset the operation. 
                                                                                                                                                      



ELECTRICAL & SECURITY SERVICES  
Contact Simon Marsh for a free quote on 

01986 783885 / 07826 712453 

Email: simonmarshy1@hotmail.com 

 

• Rewiring  
• Fuse Board Replacement  
• Additional Sockets  
• Indoor & Outdoor Lighting  
• E.V (electric vehicle charging) 
• Inspection & Testing 
• Fault Finding  
• PAT Testing  
• EICR’s  
• CCTV 
• Intruder Alarms  
• Access Control  

                                            
 

Based in St Nicholas, South Elmham 

*  weeding
*  planting
*  tidying up
*  lawn mowing
*  plot digging
*  pruning/trimming
*  watering
*  seasonal jobs

 Contact Michelle or Chris

07868 649880
gardenhelpnow@gmail.com

LEE GARDENING SERVICES

NEED HELPNEED HELP
WITH YOUR GARDENWITH YOUR GARDEN

OR ALLOTMENT?OR ALLOTMENT?



St Margaret continued....
Once erected a ring of trailers was put round it to take the pressure of 
the wind. The marquee was decorated with hedgerow branches and 
fruits. On the day the sun was out, the food was ready which was served 
by a one-way route in the village hall and out a different door back to the 
marquee. After the meal a very well supported raffle, raised more money 
for this Church/Village Hall  event. Thank you to all involved.

ST  PETER
Autumn so far has been reasonably kind, but you get the feeling that a 
taste of winter is just around the corner. Some of the winter visitors have 
started to arrive, such as fieldfares. Some of the permanent residents 
are also getting braver now the nights are longer. The heron and I do a 
mutual double take when I open the bedroom curtains most mornings 
of late and the fox keeps setting off the driveway camera. I thought aliens 
had landed the other day, but it was just David, our hedgehog, whisper-
ing.
Welcome to Trio’s Catering and Events to St Peters Hall. It is good to see 
some life in the building again and somewhere within walking distance 
for us to go. The Hall reopened at the beginning of October with many 
people taking up the invitation to have a look around just prior to the 
launch. All the vibes are very good and we wish the team well. Hopefully 
they are still as welcoming after we have had our village Christmas meal.
The Hall was also the venue for a celebration of Quentin’s life. Thank 
you, Caroline, for inviting us to share in the occasion and the memo-
ries of Quentin. With the company, the bagpipes and the wine Quentin 
would have been in his element. He will be missed.
Christmas is coming and there will be a Carol service at the church. The 
date is still a closely guarded secret, unless it is mentioned elsewhere in 
the magazine, so watch this space. A lot of work has taken place tidying 
up the churchyard and it is looking very smart.
The 49 club for October was won by Mrs Correspondent and in Novem-
ber by the church. It is renewal time so if you would like to renew or if 
you would like to take part, please speak to Pamela.
The way it is looking at the moment I think we will be able to meet other 
humans over the festive period, which is a bit different from a year ago. 
So, with fingers crossed, it just leaves me to wish you all a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year.



SPECIALISING IN TRADITIONAL
MOLE & RABBIT CATCHING

rats, mice, squirrels, foxes, all crawling 
flying and jumping insects.

For a FREE no obligation quote
Annual contracts available

Telephone 
01986 782574

07831 293662

email: dm.pipe@virgin.net
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

N  TARGETN  TARGET
PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

 

  Architectural +
  Planning Services

   RICHARD DEAN

   extensions-conversions-new builds

   fast, friendly, economical...
   phone or email me to talk about your       
   project, ideas or problems

t: 01986 782270
e: dean.richard@gmail.com

MOBILE HAIR
STYLIST

HAIRCUTS AT HOME

Get your hair done in the comfort of your own
home. Hair stylist with 26 year's experience
covering Homersfield, Bungay, Harleston,

Halesworth and Beccles.

CALL SARA JANE KIMBER TO BOOK
YOUR SESSION

TEL: 01986-788293 / MOB: 07504-201108

FREE-RANGE TURKEY
Whole oven-ready turkeys, crowns, 

boneless breast rolls or butterflies for the 
centrepiece of your Christmas meal

Please see our website for a full price list. 
Email or call to place an order.

COLLECTION FROM FARM GATE

Darrow Green Road, Denton, 
Norfolk IP20 0AY

Tel: 01986 788252
Email: ewdarrowgreen@gmail.com
Web: www.darrowgreenfarm.co.uk/

turkeys



HOMERSFIELD 

VILLAGE LITTER PICK
Ten willing volunteers met on the Green on 16th October and, using the 
grabbers, hoops and bags kindly supplied by East Suffolk Norse, cleared 
our roadsides and green spaces of litter. Fly tipping of containers of 
cooking oil in the slip road were reported and removed by East Suffolk 
Council. Thank you to everyone who helped. The next village litter pick 
morning is on Saturday 5th March 2022. Please write it in your diary 
and come along.

COUNCILLOR NEEDED
We are still one councillor short of our allocation of five parish council-
lors. We are a friendly, approachable group who would be glad to hear 
from someone who cares about the community and the future of our 
village. If you have skills to offer and can spare a little time then please 
get in touch with Sally Chapman, Clerk to the Parish Council – email 
homersfieldparishcouncil@gmail.com. Training for councillors is 
available.

HOMERSFIELD WOOD
Since we last wrote there have been two wood working parties in Sep-
tember and October. The October wood working party was well at-
tended and it was brilliant working alongside others to maintain and 
enhance our woodland habitat. Mark Timms, our Tree Warden, has 
created a plan for us, for which we are most grateful. He has applied for 
some free trees (Oak, Hornbeam, Cherry and Crab Apple) through the 
Queen’s Green Canopy project and some free hazel plants to boost the 
shrub layer of the wood. Mark has surveyed the existing trees, noting 
which ones need to be pruned or cut down due to disease.
If you would like to get involved with helping in Homersfield Wood, 
please keep an eye on the notice board to see when working parties 
are happening. There will have been one on Saturday November 20th 
(10am-12pm), there may need to be one in December if the trees arrive 
at that time (date will be posted on the noticeboard) and then there will 
be one on Saturday January 22nd  2022 (10am-12pm).



Three Willows Garden Centre
& Cafe 01986 893834
Flixton Road, Bungay

ORNAMENTAL & FRUIT TREES, SOFT FRUIT, SHRUBS, 
PERENNIALS, SEEDS, BULBS, TRELLIS, PAVING SLABS, 

POTS GALORE (MANY HALF PRICE)
ROCKERY & DECORATIVE STONE SLATE & BARK AND 
NUMEROUS COMPOSTS, ALL AT COMPETITIVE RATES

HTA GIFT TOKENS
www.threewillowgardencentre.co.uk

Open Mon - Sat: 9 - 5pm Sun: 10 - 4pm
Cafe open every day 10 - 4pm

Monthly Flower Arranging 
Workshops

First Tuesday of the month

10.00am until 3.00pm

St Margaret South Elmham 
Village Hall

Everyone welcome, no experience necessary!

01986 782377
flowersbyjenni@gmail.com

(phone or email for details)

Jenni Baker

Thi  

  A.W. PLUMBING AND HEATING 

      Call Alex on:  07507 994799 

AW.plumbingheating@outlook.com 

 
• Servicing 
• Installations 
• Bathrooms 
• UNVENTED 
• Natural gas and LPG 
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VILLAGE BENCHES
You will have noticed that the wooden bench which wound around one 
of the trees on the Green has magically moved to another tree in the 
wood beside the new churchyard. This ‘magic’ happened through the 
hard work of Tim and his team and we thank him. The bench is being 
replaced with a metal one, which has kindly been donated in memory of 
June.

REMEMBRANCE WREATH
By time you read this a new wreath will have been placed on the Green. 
A place, perhaps, to pause and remember.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR. 
May we take this opportunity to wish you a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Our 2022 meeting dates/agendas etc. can be found on the village notice 
board and on the website http://homersfield.onesuffolk.net/parish-coun-
cil/. The next Parish Council meeting is on Tuesday January 4th, 6pm in 
The Black Swan.

“The village sign on the turn off from the Flixton Road junction has 
been smashed into several parts and damaged. The village name is now 
detached from the metal posts and the two metal posts are knocked out 
of the ground despite huge lumps of concrete weighing them down and 
ensuring they would stay upright in gales etc. But not against a car at 
high velocity which has now left behind its blue front bumper and black 
radiator grill and other black pieces of plastic as well as deep groves in 
the grass verge which end with the major bits of car. This all happened 
on Monday 8th November and it may have been spotted by someone but 
possibly not.  

The other sad thing is litter, sometimes from recycling or rubbish bin 
days when some people use thin plastic sacks which can be torn open by 
cats, dogs and birds for the possible food remnants inside. It is such a lot 
of work by a few people keeping the picnic site and areas of Homersfield 
clean and litter-free. Please let’s all consider how to be more environ-
mentally minded and act accordingly.”



SIMON MURTONSIMON MURTON
DIGGER HIREDIGGER HIRE
For all groundwork and 

civil engineering, 
including: drainage, Tractor 

trenching ponds, drives, 
Concreting, etc.

Wickham House Farm
St Cross, near Harleston, 

Suffolk, IP20 0PH
Mobile: 07887 561725

NICK HARRISONNICK HARRISON
Countryside ContractorCountryside Contractor

A Commercial ground
maintenance service

Fencing
Clearance

Grass Cutting
Chainsaw work

Wood Chipper hire
Footpath maintenance

Coppice/woodland maintenance

St Nicholas South Elmham
07884396918

C.J. McDaniel
Garden Design & Construction

Chris McDaniel
Director

Kingfishers Barn, Abbey Rd, Flixton
Bungay, NR35 1NJ

email: chrstmcdan@aol.com

Telephone: 01986 783988
Mobile: 07836 504416



Church Services
Rev Leon Collyer  01986 781345

28/11/21 Holy Communion         10.00am   St Peter
Advent 1 Evening Prayer    3.00pm St Cross

05/12/21 Holy Communion         10.00am   St Michaels
Advent 2 Evening Prayer    3.00pm Ilk St Margaret

12/12/21 Holy Communion         10.00am   St John  
Advent 3 Evening Prayer Carols?  3.00pm Flixton

19/12/21 Holy Communion         10.00am   St James
Advent 4 Carols    6.00pm St Margaret

26/12/21 Holy Communion         10.00am   St Lawrence 
  02/01/22 Holy Communion         10.00am   Rumburgh
Christmas Evening Prayer    3.00pm Homersfield

09/01/22 Holy Communion         10.00am   St Cross  
  Evening Prayer    3.00pm St Michael

16/01/22  Holy Communion   10.00am Flixton
  Evening Prayer  3.00pm St John

23/01/22  Holy Communion  10.00am Ilk St Margaret 
  Outdoor Service  3.00pm  St Lawrence

30/01/22  Holy Communion  10.00am St Margaret 
  Evening Prayer  3.00pm  St Lawrence

06/02/22  Holy Communion  10.00am Homersfield 
  Evening Prayer  3.00pm  Rumburgh



Carol Services
These services are in addition to the regular service

28/11/21 Joint Saints and Bungay Advent Carols 6pm
  At All Saints Mettingham

2/12/21 Holy Communion  9am  Ilk St Margaret

05/12/21 Christmas Tree Display 2.30-6.30 St Margaret
  Christmas tree Decorating 3.00pm St Margaret

9/12/21 Holy Communion  9.00am Ilk St Margaret

12/12/21 Carol Service           4.00pm   St John 
 

14/12/21 Carol Service           6.00pm   Rumburgh
  With school and choir

16/12/21 Holy Communion         9.00am   Ilk St Margaret
  Carol Service   6.00pm Ilk St Lawrence

17/12/21 Carol Servcie   6.00pm St Michael

18/12/21 Carols and a Pint  4.00pm Rumburgh Buck

19/12/21 Carol Service   6.00pm St Margeret

20/12/21 Carol Service (with Choir) 6.00pm Homersfield

22/12/21 Carol Service   6.00pm St James

23/12/21  Carol Service (with Choir) 6.00pm St Peter

24/12/21 Crib Service    3.00pm Ilk St Margaret
  Crib Service   5.00pm Flixton
  Midnight Mass  11.00pm St Cross

25/12/21 Family Communion  10.00am Ilk St John

02/01/22 Evening Prayer  3.00pm Homersfield



WINTERS ON ITS WAY
 

Time is rapidly marching on, 
The beautiful leaves will soon be gone,

The colours of autumn will change to brown,
As the trees and hedgerows begin to shut down.

 
Father Christmas will soon be back,

The children wondering what’s in his sack, 
I hope it’s a big bag he’s got on his sleigh,

I’ve asked for a load of firewood to come my way.
 

Badminton has started once again,
We play on regardless, work through the pain,

Strange sounds accompany our quest for points,
Grunts, groans and the creaking of very old joints,

We’re mostly cranky and ‘over the hill’,
But the laughter makes up for the lack of skill,

 
I’ve had some remarks made a few times,

That the words don’t always rhymn in my rhymes,
Please don’t get upset, don’t get uptight,

With my broad Suffolk accent, it all sounds orlroight!
 

Sally.( HOMERSFIELDS PAM AYES)



TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING

Traditional Lime Plastering
T: 01986 782089

mikefrost@oakandlime.uk

Pete Wallis
a local carpenter
Custom storage solutions

Dome offices, wardrobes,
bookcases, alcove units, 

fitted kitchens, radiator covers, 

flooring, flat-pack assembly

25 years in period property 
refurbishment - portfolio 

available

free design help and estimates

friendly professional service

01986 896077  

   Laura Mouncer
   Dog Walking, Dog Grooming
   Pet / House Sitting

Laura’s Pet Services  
“Happy and stress free pets &

happy and stress free you”

2 Fox Hill       
St Cross S.E.

Harleston, Norfolk
IP20 0NX

01986 782365
or

0777 4084021

         RUMBURGH BUCK

Open 7 Days A Week
Lunches 12pm - 2pm

Evening Meals 5pm - 8pm

Takeaway meals 
Available during 

food service hours

Telephone 01986 785257 
or 

Follow Us on Facebook

Mill Road, Rumburgh, IP19 0NT



ST. CROSS NEWS
The autumn season has been rather beautiful. We seem to have had 
plenty of bright sunny days which compliments the colours of the 
ploughed fields and fallen leaves. “Strictly” is on our screens and so 
Christmas must be coming! Amazing to think that the next edition of 
our Community News will be next year!
 

VILLAGE SIGN
Restoration work on the village sign will be carried out. The sign will 
need to be removed for the work to be done, so be aware that it may 
“disappear” for a period. Never fear, it will return!
 
NOTICE BOARD
The Parish Council has been trying to site a new notice board at the Fox 
Hill end of the village. Unfortunately, it has been difficult to find a suit-
able site.  If anyone has any suggestions as to where the board might be 
placed, please talk to one of the Parish Councillors. The notice board by 
the Telephone Box by Minster Cottages remains functional.
 
The Parish Council is looking to improve the safety of the green at 
Minster Cottages which our newly increased population of children 
are enjoying playing on. Councillors in negotiation with local residents 
intend to improve the fencing on the corner near the bus shelter. The 
fencing will be renewed and the height increased so that access to the 
road is discouraged.

ST GEORGES CHURCH
This year’s Carol service is combined with Homersfield at Homersfield 
on Monday 20 December at 6pm due to decreasing numbers in the last 
few years.

ST JAMES 

CHURCH NEWS
The autumn has brought a great annual clear up in the churchyard. The 
PCC would like to thank all those who helped clear up and especially 
Robin Thurston and his nephew Rob for all the hard work they put into 
this marathon task.



KARL LUGOKARL LUGO
Joinery and Carpentry

Services

‘Sancroft’, Fox Hill
St Cross South Elmham

Harleston, Norfolk IP20 0NU

For all your purpose made joinery 
and carpentry

Windows, Doors, Units, etc.
Supply and fit.

Tel: 01986 782276
Mobile: 07879 477137

D.J. PAGE
GARDENING SERVICES

CONTACT DAVE

07506 484377                01986 782510

HEDGE CUTTING
HEDGE REDUCTIONS
GRASS CUTTING
STRIMMING

ROUGH CUTS
GARDEN CLEARANCE
LOG SPLITTING SERVICES
FIREWOOD DELIVERED

We offer a lifetime guarantee on 
ALL our kitchen cabinets.

Gary Moorcroft
Moorcroft Kitchens Limited

07973 429276 / 01986 788639 
sales@moorcroftkitchens.com
www.moorcroftkitchens.com

MOORCROFT
      KITCHENS
Beautiful handcrafted kitchens and free 

standing cabinets build using traditional 
skills and techniques



ST JAMES CONTINUED...
There will be a Holy Communion in the church on 19th December at 
10.00am. Look out for fliers and notices about the Carol Service nearer 
the time.

HALL AND VILLAGE NEWS
By now you will have seen flyers and posters on the village boards with 
the details for the annual Photographic Competition. So, just a reminder 
that all photos should be in to Caroline Rodbourne at Grange Barn by 
Thursday 2nd December.
Viewing and voting in the hall from 11am – 1pm on Saturday 4th De-
cember at a Coffee Morning.

As you know, there will be no Christmas Lunch at the hall this year, so 
this will be the last event of 2021. Let’s hope we may be able to offer our 
usual events again in 2022.

Work has begun on the Canser, the footpath from The Street near St 
James Lane to The Church, to clear out leaves and debris accumulated 
over the years and improve the surface. Our thanks to Peter Hadingham, 
Bernard Crockford, Andrew Hadingham and family and Richard Had-
ingham for lending their equipment, time, effort and skills for this work.
Footnote canser: a derivation of the East Anglian dialect word caunsey, 
going back to at least 1440, for a causeway or raised footpath often paved 
(Keith Briggs et al)

ORCHARD REPORT
Maintenance of the orchard has continued during the pandemic and in-
cluded repairs to the entrance gates as well as the on-going grass cutting 
and tree pruning. All the trees now have new and, hopefully, deer-proof 
tree guards. The weather as usual has played its part in the production 
of fruit with some trees producing bumper crops and others hardly any. 
Sadly, a further 4 trees have been lost either through adverse weather 
conditions or damage. It is hoped that replacements will be planted by 
the spring.

The pandemic also resulted in the loss of Harleston Cider. This left us 
with the dilemma of what to do with all the fruit – leaving it to rot on or 
under the trees was not an option!



 

Truly Traceable Venison &Truly Traceable Venison &
Game PiesGame Pies

Handmade pies & sausage rolls
Supplied frozen to cook at home for an easy meal.

Available for collection or free delivery to your door!
Locally reared meat & vegetarian pies also available.

Visit our website www.trulytraceable.com
or phone for current flavours.

Halesworth 01986835980 or 07787770774
Email trulytraceable@btinternet.com premier_turfing@outlook.com

07384 264867

Premier
Turfing and Lawn Care

Independent specalist providing professional 
quality turfing and lawn maintenance services

Supply and laying of new turf 
Bespoke lawncare packages
Weed and moss treatments

Free inital consultaaon and quotaaon

• Mini Diggers year 1993-2010
• JCB 3CX/Wheel Diggers 1993-2003
• Car/Plant trailers year 2000 onwards
• Road Tow compressors
• Compact Tractors/Garden Tractors 

Year 1990-2006
• Dumpers Year 1993-2010
• Agricultural Tipping Trailers/Low 

loaders
• Commercial Tri axle Tipping trailers
• Tractors 70HP and Down

Please call Jack 07795 056715
Same day payment

Competitive prices paid

Wanted
YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE LOCKSMITH EXPERT

GAINING ENTRY
RE-SECURING
LOCK CHANGING
KEY CUTTING

07966 693048 / 01986 783860
andrewslocksmith.co.uk
Locks24hour@gmail.com



Orchard report continued...
Eventually, in both 2020 and 2021, apart from fruit picked by the village, 
most of it was donated to the Food Larder in Halesworth, a project run 
jointly by the Halesworth Volunteer Centre and St Mary’s Church to 
provide the elderly and families in need with food. The project operates 
from the Church Hall and people can either donate, take or take and 
donate, no questions asked and anyone can participate. The fruit from 
our orchard was used in several ways, as fresh fruit, made into chutney 
or apple pies and crumbles by volunteers and distributed to the house-
bound and isolated, or in the Food Larder.

However, we hope that in the future it will be possible to find another 
juicer or cider maker so the orchard will be able to obtain a small in-
come again.

Grateful thanks are extended to Richard and Ed Hadingham for all their 
support, to our pruning and picking volunteers from the village to those 
from outside St James who are strong orchard supporters, particularly 
Sarah Day from Homersfield and Jeremy Henry from Rumburgh, and 
those who continue to enjoy the orchard as a place of quiet relaxation.

HARLESTON CHORAL SOCIETY will be giving their annual 
concert on SATURDAY, 18th December at 7.30 pm in St John’s Church, 
Harleston.
Carols for Choir and audience as well as Choral Classics, including 
excerpts from Handel’s Messiah with soloist and chamber ensemble.

Tickets, £10 from Caroline Rodbourne (782545), on the door, or from 
Harleston Info Plus. Children free accompanied.

FLIXTON

THE BUCK
Still work to do but our village has it’s pub back! The Buck has re-opened 
with a brand new style and new faces, too. Wednesday, October 27th 
gave us a hint of what is to come as “Front of House” Mark welcomed 
some new faces and also some “old” (just referring to me, of course).  



D Johnson DecoratingD Johnson Decorating

Interior & Exterior Painting
Residential & Commercial

Paper Hanging

Reliable service at competitive rates

01986 782207      07584678337

Advertising Prices

Space 

Full Page Advert

Half Page Advert

1/4 Page Advert 

Per Issue

£25.00

£18.00

£14.00 

Per Annum

£80.00

£50.00

£37.00

It pays to advertise locally

Contact Details inside front cover



As he builds his team, he has the support of a truly excellent Chef, Jason 
who’s cullinary skills should impress even the most discerning customers. 
The all new decor will be continued through to the Adair Room, so watch 
this space... Oh yes, the Christmas menu is out so be quick.     

CHRIS’ CHARITY GARDEN PARTY
She did it!! Well done Chris for, not only putting on a lovely afternoon 
garden party, but also bringing many village residents together. Her target 
this year was £1,000 and she acheived £1,015 for the very worthy Macmil-
lan Charity. Chris has asked us to publish her gratitude to everyone who 
chipped in to help her efforts, from baking to donating raffle prizes and 
auction items.    

Luke To The Rescue!
Heavy, late summer rain caused some flash flooding in Church Road. Sur-
prise, rescue, clearing blockages and preventing the situation getting out 
of hand. The two lads were also helped by Stuart... who apparently lives 
near the shiny, new post box.  It’s not the first time Luke has shown a good 
measure of community spirit, so “well done, Luke”!

KEN WARNE
Ken has been steadily plugging away at a couple of troublesome issues 
over the past months. Church Road at last has had its post box returned 
as a result of continued pressure from Ken... just in time to get those 
Christmas cards posted.

Also, it’s now possible to walk from Church Road all the way to the Buck 
without feeling that you’ve wandered into Flixton Gravel Pits. The foot-
path along The Street is at last wide enough for pedestrians to feel a tad 
safer from passing lorries... thanks, once again, to Ken.

Don’t forget, if you have any news for the village let me know on 896828 .
Pete Madder-Smith

The South Elmham Community News is printed by 
Hetty’s Little Copy Shop, for all your printing needs and more... 

Halesworth, 01986 873400



For all your Landscaping, Construction
and garden maintenance needs.

Driveways & Patios
Fencing & Pergolas

Ponds build & Maintenance
Turfing & Planting

Hedge Trimming & Moving

MONTAGU LANDSCAPES
The Wash, St Peters S.E.

Bungay, NR35 1NG
01986 783941
07770878504

www.lovewell-blake.co.uk 

Sound advice, that comes 
from being part of your 
farming community 
For a free consultation contact Ryan Lincoln         
in our Halesworth office: 
t: 01986 873163                        
e: r.lincoln@lovewell-blake.co.uk  

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, 
Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A 
member of the Association of British Insurers. 

INSURANCE THAT’S 
ON YOUR DOORSTEP 

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make 
changes to your policy or make a claim. 

We can help you with a range of insurances, including: 

•  Home 
•  Car 
•  Business 

•  Farm 
•  Equine 
•  Travel 

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in 
NFU Mutual Halesworth, 1 Station Road, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8BZ 
Tel: 01986 872388 

D-29F6BB4E 

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, 
Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A 
member of the Association of British Insurers. 

INSURANCE THAT’S 
ON YOUR DOORSTEP 

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make 
changes to your policy or make a claim. 

We can help you with a range of insurances, including: 

•  Home 
•  Car 
•  Business 

•  Farm 
•  Equine 
•  Travel 

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in 
NFU Mutual Halesworth, 1 Station Road, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8BZ 
Tel: 01986 872388 

D-29F6BB4E 

Our Agents are appointed representatives of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited (No. 111982). Registered in England. Registered Office: Tiddington Road, 
Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 7BJ. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. A 
member of the Association of British Insurers. 

INSURANCE THAT’S 
ON YOUR DOORSTEP 

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to make 
changes to your policy or make a claim. 

We can help you with a range of insurances, including: 

•  Home 
•  Car 
•  Business 

•  Farm 
•  Equine 
•  Travel 

For a real conversation about your insurance call us or pop in 
NFU Mutual Halesworth, 1 Station Road, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8BZ 
Tel: 01986 872388 

D-29F6BB4E 

Having a local office means we’re accessible, whether you need to 
make changes to your policy or make a claim.

We can help you with a range of insurances, including:

. Home  . Farm

For real conversation about 
your insurance call us or pop in

NFU Mutual Halesworth, 
1 Station Road, 
Halesworth, 
Suffolk IP19 8BZ

Tel: 01986 872388

. Car  . Equine. Business  . Travel



FLIXTON 100 club
September
1 Jack Softley  15
2 Alfie Doughty  82
3 Susan Yaxley  17

Harleston and District u3a would like to wish readers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. We hope to have a full programme of monthly 
meetings in 2022 and if you would like information about these, or our 
group activities, please take a look at our website: u3asites.org.uk/harleston 
or phone Kim Poulton on 01986 788149.   

METFIELD STORES CO-OPERATIVECIC
run by the community for the community
Want an opportunity to put something back into your community? 
Metfield Stores is recruiting volunteers now… Metfield Stores cic has 
been serving the village and beyond for over 15 years. We stayed open 
throughout both lockdowns – thanks to our manager Sue, her family and 
a much-reduced team of volunteers. We were even able to help vulnera-
ble customers with home deliveries. It’s when the chips are down that you 
realise the true value of such an amenity! Over the past year, some of our 
volunteers have decided to hang up their aprons or have moved away from 
the village. We are keen to recruit new ones to fill those gaps and are seek-
ing people who have two hours a week to give (or more if they would like 
to). Where you live is not a problem, several of our volunteers live outside 
Metfield. We prefer that you can offer your time on a regular basis, but we 
also like to have some ‘standby’ volunteers, who can be flexible and are able 
to cover slots at short notice. Over the years, individuals aged between 14 
and 90 have become valued members of our volunteer workforce. So, no 
matter what your age or experience, we’d love to hear from you. Training 
will be given. There are many tasks involved in keeping the shop function-
ing well. You can serve customers behind the counter or, if you prefer, you 
can help in other ways such as pricing, refilling shelves or keeping the shop 
spick and span. And a friendly face behind the counter will always be ap-
preciated! Interested? Why not pop in and ask for more details, phone Sue 
on 01379 586204 or mail your contact details to metfieldstores@gmail.com. 
Join our friendly team of volunteers at the heart of the community

October
1 Keith Parker  33
2 Linda Doughty 52
3 Sue Maddersmith 68



01508 518400
www.crosswaysofellingham.co.uk

99 Yarmouth Rd . Ellingham . Nr Bungay on the A143

Browsers Welcome
Opening Times . Mon-Fri 8.30am-6.00pm . Sat 9.00am-5.00pm

Garden Arches, Gazebos, Gates and 
Railings on display or custom made.




