
Issue No. 246    
February - Mach 2025

        

SOUTH ELMHAM
COMMUNITY NEWS

CRIB SERVICE IN THE BARN 
AT ST NICOLAS AMONGST THE ANIMALS

 

  ST JAMES                     CRAFTERNOON 
     10th February
  ST MARGARET S.E  BINGO
           14th February
 PENSION ADVICE  
  



LEE’S of BUNGAY
Electrical Services

     

Tel: 01986 894661

Rose End, Rose Lane
Bungay, Suffolk

NR35 1DQ

APPROVED ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTOR



SOUTH ELMHAM COMMUNITY NEWS
February - March ‘25

Editor:
Phillip Kidner, Red House Farm, St Margaret South Elmham,
Harleston, Norfolk, IP20 0PJ, Tel: 01986 782289

Treasurer:
Jess Rawlin, White House, Margaret South Elmham,
Harleston, Norfolk, IP20 0PJ, Tel: 01986 783891

Village Representatives:
Homersfield  Sally Remblance      01987788947
Flixton   Peter Madder-Smith  01986 896828
St Peter  Tim & Carol Maycock  01986 782296
St Margaret  Phillip Kidner   01986 782289
St James  Lynda Bradley   01986 782582
St Cross  Libby French Mullen  01986 782230
   Ian Noakes   01986 782292

Thank you to those who send contributions, they help keep this 
magazine going and FREE to over 400 households.

EDITORAL
2025 is here, Happy New year to everyone, may it be a peaceful and healthy 
one. In these strange times don’t forget to check upon your friends and neigh-
bours, just a text, a ring or better still pay them a visit. Sadly in this supposed 
age of communication, people find it hard to talk person to person. Hundreds 
of people wander around with their phone not six inches in front of them, 
somehow they don’t walk into each other but they walk into the road without 
being aware there is a vehicle coming. Take care and go steady.

GPC www.flixton.one.net
The Grouped Parish Council of Flixton, St Cross & St Margaret South Elm-
ham met at Flixton Village Hall on 12th Nov at 7.30pm. The annual precept 
was discussed and left the same as last year.

Next copy deadline March 7th
The views and comments printed herein are not necessarily the views of

the Editor or this publication



GPC, continued.... 
It was noted that the Environment Agency had started to clear the Flixton 
dyke. The website and Insurance were paid. A meeting with the police to 
discuss illegal dog activities was being planned. The Community Infra-
structure Levy had been used to paint the ex-BT boxes. Next Meeting 
13th Jan at St Margaret South Elmham Village Hall 7.30pm.

MOLE 
Seasonal greetings, the Christmas season is over the decorations are 
down and put away. At St Margaret S.E bingo was held for the first time 
in at least 25 years, there were some first timers and also some veterans. A 
good time was enjoyed by all, £25 being won on the last game, comments 
about the size of the balls caused some amusement.  The Christmas lunch 
was a slightly anxious time as the village had a power cut, but thankfully 
it came on just in time for the turkeys to be cooked as well as the veg. 
Seventy friends and residents sat down to pull the crackers and enjoy this 
festive meal. Thank you to Philip Sands for donating the turkeys. 
Also at the lunch the winner of the Sam and Jean Earl 
Cup for ‘community person of the village’ was 
announced: Sue Riseborough (see image) 
There was a two-day Christmas Festive Extravaganza 
in the Church with carol themed exhibits, a quiz, 
tombola, raffle and refreshments and of course the 
paths were lit up with Christmas lights. Carol service with readings, hand 
bells and a drop of festive cheer. On the Sunday evening before the big 
day Santa with Ronnie reindeer pulling him made 
his trip through the district handing out treats to 
those who came to see him. These ranged from 
nine months old to ninety two years of age. Thanks 
to head reindeer handler Richard Cook for controlling 
feisty Ronnie. Round at Church Farm St Nicolas there 
was a crib service with a difference as not only was it in a barn, but in the 
front below the star (see cover) were sheep and either side of the congre-
gation were cows and calves. The service involved congregation partici-
pation, mainly children, and this was followed by delicious hot chocolate 
and spiced apple juice, many thanks to Gail and Micheal Sprake for sup-
plying and decorating the venue and to Rev Leon Collyer for the service. 



Electrical & Security 
Services

• Rewiring
• Fuse Board Replacement
• Additional Sockets
• Indoor & Outdoor Lighting
• E.V (Electrical Vehicle Charging)
• Inspection & Testing
• Fault Finding
• PAT Testing
• EICR’ s
• CCTV

Tel: 01986 783885     |     Mob: 07826 712453
sm.electrical.ltd@hotmail.com

ALL ORDERS OVER £250
£50 OFF
01953 54404201953 544042
norwichsunblinds.co.uknorwichsunblinds.co.uk T&Cs apply



Mole continued...
According to sources a member of our community was rudely awaken in 
his bed by a presence, whipping of the bed clothes with extreme force, he 
felt something touch his face, but there was noone there, even the dog lying 
beside the bed, didn’t stir.

FROM THE TRACTOR CAB
The topsy turvey weather gets me in a muddle let alone nature, no wonder 
we always have a topic of conversation. Birds looking for nest sites in De-
cember, buds appearing, then a sharp frost stops everything. The fox lives 
on every continent except Antarctica, the most common and widespread is 
the red fox, the female is called a vixen, the male is known as a dog and the 
young as cubs and a group is a skulk. Known for their craftiness, more than 
one henhouse has had the door shut to protect the chickens only to find in 
the morning, when the door is opened, a plump fox comes out. They don’t 
just kill to eat, they go into a frenzy killing a whole flock of poultry and take 
one to eat. It is not unknown for them to include lamb or piglet to their diet. 
Although originally a rural resident, they are very good in adapting and 
many can be found in towns and cities, living on dustbins and takeaways. 
Several milkman have seen three or four coming down Leiston High Street 
at two in the morning, a town with a high population of fast food outlets, 
this is mirrored in other places too. The snowdrops are coming and in shel-
tered spots the daffodil has it green leaves above ground.

St MARGARET DIARY
Fri 24th Jan   Bowls, 7.30, Village Hall 
Fri 14th Feb   Bingo, 7.30, Village Hall, entry £7
   Bring Your Own drinks and snacks
Fri 28th Feb   Fun Quiz, 7.30pm, Village Hall, entry £8 
   refreshments, bring your own drink
Fri 14th March  Bingo, 7.30pm, Village Hall Entry £7 
   Bring your own snacks & drinks
Fri 21st March  Fun Quiz, 7.30pm, Village Hall, entry £8 
   refreshments, bring your own drink
Fri 18th April   Easter trail 
Fri 20th June   Countryside Evening, 6-8pm, Beck Valley
Sat 21st June   Classic Vehicle Event, 10-4pm, Beck Valley 

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      



SPECIALISING IN TRADITIONAL
MOLE & RABBIT CATCHING

rats, mice, squirrels, foxes, all crawling 
flying and jumping insects.

For a FREE no obligation quote
Annual contracts available

Telephone 
01986 782574

07831 293662

email: dm.pipe@virgin.net
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

N  TARGETN  TARGET
PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

 

  Architectural +
  Planning Services

   RICHARD DEAN

   extensions-conversions-new builds

   fast, friendly, economical...
   phone or email me to talk about your       
   project, ideas or problems

t: 01986 782270
e: dean.richard@gmail.com

MOBILE HAIR
STYLIST

HAIRCUTS AT HOME

Get your hair done in the comfort of your own
home. Hair stylist with 26 year's experience
covering Homersfield, Bungay, Harleston,

Halesworth and Beccles.

CALL SARA JANE KIMBER TO BOOK
YOUR SESSION

TEL: 01986-788293 / MOB: 07504-201108

J. FELTON
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P
TEL:  01986 799175

J. FELTON
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P
TEL:  01986 799175

A local family run business 

Boiler installation, service & 
repair

Emergency call outs
Landlord reports
Gas certificates

General Plumbing & Heating

rookyardr@gmail.com
      07506 449838

EASTER OFFER ON FROZEN FREE-RANGE

TURKEY

Oven-ready turkeys, boneless butterflies & other turkey cuts (breast

steaks, legs, mince etc.) all at 20% off!

Please see our website for more info. Email or call to place an order.

COLLECTION FROM FARM GATE

Darrow Green Road, Denton, Norfolk IP20 0AY

Tel: 01986 788252

Email: ewdarrowgreen@gmail.com

.

 

Jayne Rayner – Manager 

Alburgh with Denton Pre-School Nursery 

01986 788733 | 07828 578413 

School Road, Alburgh, Harleston, Norfolk, IP20 0BW 

 info@alburghwithdentonpreschoolnursery.co.uk 

https://alburghwithdentonpreschoolnursery.co.uk 

Jayne Rayner – Manager

Alburgh with Denton 
Pre-School Nursery

01986 788733 | 07828 578413

School Road, Alburgh, Harleston
 Norfolk, IP20 0BW

 info@alburghwithdentonpreschoolnursery.co.uk

https://alburghwithdentonpreschoolnursery.co.uk



ST MARGARET SOUTH ELMHAM HAND BELL RINGERS
It’s been a busy time for this band of musicians’, actually, very few of us 
can read music. It’s the flair and dedication of Gail Sprake who writes and 
magics a tune from our motley collection of handbells. The ringing team is 
a bit like a Premiership football team in that the ringers are rotated hav-
ing different ringers at each venue. We have ‘entertained‘ congregations at 
St Margaret S.E, St Cross and Homersfield carol services with the Saints 
Choir. Not all musical entertainment there was a bell that parted from its 
strap and flew down the aisle We have even had a member of the congre-
gation who came all the way from Holland.  Easter will see the bells in 
action again.

HOMERSFIELD
We’ve had some very windy weather lately and several trees and branches 
have come down in Church Wood, so take care when walking. The next 
‘Wood Working Party’ is scheduled for 9th February, weather permitting 
and the following one will be 9th March. Snowdrops and daffodils are 
already coming through, announcing spring is on its way. I’ve seen a blue 
tit checking out the nest boxes in the garden already!
We had a lovely Carol Service, which was very well attended and we 
welcomed part of The Saints Choir and the infamous St. Margaret’s Bell 
Ringers! The Church looked beautiful, thanks to all the decorating team.
Happy New Year everyone, stay safe, snow is on the way.

FLIXTON  
Happy New Year!
We’ve all enjoyed the excitement of the run up to Christmas, then the fun 
of family gatherings and tasty festive feasts and now we’ve got the expecta-
tions of 2025. January’s credit card bills, the shock to find that something 
has gone badly wrong with the bathroom scales and the dressing mirror 
seems to have distorted about half way up. Don’t worry, before you know it 
Spring will be here to help sort us all out. 
In the meantime, this is always a key period to keep in contact with friends 
and neighbours as the weather often likes to catch us out.    

VILLAGE MEETING UPDATE
From the meeting held on 26th, September Discussion included the need 
for a structured “calendar” and means of contacting people willing to help.



SPECIALISING IN TRADITIONAL
MOLE & RABBIT CATCHING

rats, mice, squirrels, foxes, all crawling 
flying and jumping insects.

For a FREE no obligation quote
Annual contracts available

Telephone 
01986 782574

07831 293662

email: dm.pipe@virgin.net
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

N  TARGETN  TARGET
PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

 

  Architectural +
  Planning Services

   RICHARD DEAN

   extensions-conversions-new builds

   fast, friendly, economical...
   phone or email me to talk about your       
   project, ideas or problems

t: 01986 782270
e: dean.richard@gmail.com

info@waveneybuild.co.uk

www.waveneybuild.co.uk

07909 735475

01986 500515

Historic Building Renovations

Extensions - Design 
Timber Framing

 General Building

WAVENEY BUILD LTD



Flixton continued...
As a brief update, the next litter pick will be on 22nd March, so please keep 
the date in your diary and meet up in Church Road by the bus shelter at 10 
am with the small band of volunteers who help to keep our village clean.
Flood risk issues were also discussed and we have seen further improve-
ment being made by the Environment Agency along the beck in The Street 
during late November. Unfortunately, the road drains blocked by too much 
straw is still a problem with trailers dropping more straw along The Street 
in late December and early January despite the issue being passed to the 
Parish Council for discussion with local farmers and farm contractors. 

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH
Don’t forget, the speed watch team could do with some extra help and it’s 
the village witch benefits. So contact Terry Hunt on 01986 892177 if you’re 
interested and willing to lend a hand.

COFFEE & CAKE IN AID OF CHURCH FUNDS 
Saturday 23rd November 2024 saw a busy Flixton Village Hall with res-
idents getting together for a chinwag and homemade cakes, scones and 
cookies. It’s always good to get “news” and to welcome new residents to our 
community.  

REMEMBERING FRIENDS 
Paula and Roger Allsopp were well known residents who moved here from 
London, Roger being a London Fire Brigade Fireman who despite growing 
up in London loved the country life and fishing. Although he remained 
a staunch Fulham supporter and London Pride consumer. Paula worked 
in the town and at Towbar in The Saints. They eventually went to live in 
France, Roger passing away suddenly in ‘23. Paula passed away just before 
Christmas having returned to the UK after Roger died. We received one of 
the last Christmas cards Paula wrote.
Jane and Gordon lived in St Mary’s Close for around 9 years and enjoyed 
their lives here, but Gordon needed to move close to family in Kent when 
his health began failing. They loved exotic birds and kept an aviary. 
After Gordon passed away, Jane was keen to move back to her “beloved 
Suffolk”, despite her own health issues. She returned, but to a bungalow in 
Kessingland. She’d only lived there for 3 weeks when Chris Mac got a call 
asking her to check on Jane.



Monthly Flower Arranging 
Workshops

First Tuesday of the month

10.00am until 3.00pm

St Margaret South Elmham 
Village Hall

Everyone welcome, no experience necessary!

01986 782377
flowersbyjenni@gmail.com

(phone or email for details)

Jenni Baker

Three Willows Garden Centre
01986 893834

Flixton Road, Bungay

ORNAMENTAL & FRUIT TREES, SOFT FRUIT, SHRUBS, 
PERENNIALS, SEEDS, BULBS, TRELLIS, PAVING SLABS, 

POTS GALORE (MANY HALF PRICE)
ROCKERY & DECORATIVE STONE SLATE & BARK AND 
NUMEROUS COMPOSTS, ALL AT COMPETITIVE RATES

HTA GIFT TOKENS
www.threewillowgardencentre.co.uk

Open Mon - Sat: 9 - 5pm Sun: 10 - 4pm



Flixton continued....
James Cracknell drove Chris to Kessingland where they found Jane had 
sadly passed away. On a positive note, Jane’s parrot Arbo has been happily 
rehomed with one of the medics who attended. Chris, as Chris does, has 
taken in Sky, Jane’s little dog and has found a home for the 34 cockatiels 
Jane kept in the aviary.   

CHRISTMAS CRACKERS!
Well done Chris Mac and Lin Smith. While we were all enjoying time 
with our families on Christmas Day, they were in Beccles feeding lunch to 
65 OAPs. If I’d known, Sue and I would have rocked up. Anything to save 
all that washing up before the King’s Speech. 
 Any feedback or news contact Pete Madder-Smith 01986 896828 

ST CROSS
WELCOMES TO:
Kimberley, Craig and Mallie the dog, at The Blacksmith’s Workshop.
Ian, Clare, George and Grace plus two dogs at Minster Cottages.
Welcome all of you to the village.

ROY BRITTAIN
Roy passed away peacefully on 23rd December at De Lucy House Care 
Home, Diss. Roy lived at Sarenchel Cottage and loved St Cross. He and 
his late wife Joyce reluctantly left the village to benefit from the security 
and care of De Lucy House. Roy was a keen carriage driver and he and 
Joyce kept Fell ponies. Roy enjoyed participating in carriage driving trials 
around the Eastern region. He enjoyed the camaraderie of the events and 
particularly exchanging a few words with the late Prince Phillip. 
Roy was always busy around his property and got into one or two scrapes. 
Some of us will remember the scare of galvanised nail poisoning resulting 
in a blue light dash to hospital followed by a short in-patient stay.

FLIXTON 100 CLUB
November
1st   Jo Custerson  35
2nd Caden Hennersey 8
3rd Jamie Hinsley  52

December
1st Alison Meas
2nd Helen Aldous
3rd Jo Beard



SIMON MURTONSIMON MURTON
DIGGER HIREDIGGER HIRE
For all groundwork and 

civil engineering, 
including: drainage, Tractor 

trenching ponds, drives, 
Concreting, etc.

Wickham House Farm
St Cross, near Harleston, 

Suffolk, IP20 0PH
Mobile: 07887 561725

NICK HARRISONNICK HARRISON
Countryside ContractorCountryside Contractor

A Commercial ground
maintenance service

Fencing
Clearance

Grass Cutting
Chainsaw work

Wood Chipper hire
Footpath maintenance

Coppice/woodland maintenance

St Nicholas South Elmham
07884396918

C.J. McDaniel
Garden Design & Construction

Chris McDaniel
Director

Kingfishers Barn, Abbey Rd, Flixton
Bungay, NR35 1NJ

email: 
mcdanielchristopher2021@gmail.com

Telephone: 01986 783988
Mobile: 07836 504416



Church Services
Rev Leon Collyer  01986 781345

26/01/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  Flixton   
  Evening Prayer   4.00pm  Rumburgh

02/02/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  St James
  Evening Prayer  4.00pm St John  

09/02/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  Ilk St Margaret
  Evening Prayer  4.00pm St Margaret SE

16/02/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  Homersfield
  Evening Prayer  4.00pm St Peter

23/02/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  Rumburgh
  Evening Prayer  4.00pm Flixton

02/03/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  St Michael
  Evening Prayer  4.00pm St John 
                       
09/03/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  St Margaret SE
  Evening Prayer  4.00pm Ilk St Margaret

16/03/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  St Peter
  Evening Prayer  4.00pm Homersfield

23/03/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  Flixton
  Evening Prayer  4.00pm Rumburg

30/03/25 Mothering Sunday
  Holy Communion  10.00am St Lawrence
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm St Cross



06/04/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  St John
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm St James
  
13/04/25  Holy Communion  10.00am  Ilk St Margaret
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm St Margaret SE

20/04/25 Easter Sunday
  Holy Communion  10.00am Homersfield
  Evening Prayer  5.00pm St Peter

Are you over State Pension age, or know someone who is?
Pension Credit tops up pension income and can help with day-to-day 

living costs.
If you are over State Pension age, you may be eligible to claim Pension 

Credit, even if you own your home or have savings. People who claim Pen-
sion Credit may also be able to get:

• help with heating costs
• help with rent and Council Tax

• a free TV licence for those aged 75 or over
• help with the cost of NHS services, such as NHS dental treatment, glasses 

and transport costs for hospital appointments
You could be eligible for Pension Credit if your weekly income is below 

£218.15 or, if you have a partner who lives with you, £332.95. Qualifying 
income level may be higher in some circumstances.

Don’t miss out.
Check your eligibility at www.gov.uk/pension-credit or 

by calling 0800 99 1234.



St Cross continued... 
I don’t think he ever held a nail in his lips again as he repaired a shed! 
He had a truly terrible accident when he fell from a ladder at chimney 
pot level. He fell feet first and damaged his ankles badly. Roy was told he 
would not walk again, but in true ‘Brittain’ style, he proved the medics 
wrong, and although his mobility was reduced and he continued to ex-
perience pain, he did indeed walk again.
Roy was a good neighbour and friend to many and will be missed.

St PETER
It’s been a dull and dreary winter so far with very little sunshine but 
plenty of wind and rain. Here’s hoping we see some more sun in the 
weeks ahead as we look forward to Spring. 

The village Christmas meal was held at St Peter’s Hall and was a fun 
night out. Thanks to Pamela for organising another successful evening.
The carol service saw 34 people arrive for carols and readings. The choir 
and musicians really added to the atmosphere. Thanks to all who made 
the church ready, provided the refreshments and did the readings.  It 
was St Peters turn to hold midnight mass this year with 21 people at-
tending.

The 49 club was won in December by the church as the number has not 
been issued. January was won by Tim Bonnett. Numbers are still availa-
ble from Pamela if you would like to take part.

It’s time for my annual reminder that I have been writing this account 
of village life since January 2010. Despite my best efforts I don’t have a 
golden handcuffs deal and so I am free to hand over to someone new if 
there are any takers. 

At the time of writing, I’m looking out at wind and driving rain. At least 
now we can look forward to the spring and summer and the plant and 
bric a brac stall together with the boules tournament. More details of 
these will be in the next edition.
A Happy New Year to you all.



TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY 
& PLASTERING

Traditional Lime Plastering
T: 07890545412

michaelfrostdallas@gmail.com

A Pet’s Best FriendA Pet’s Best Friend
- Animal sitting

- Occasional and casual 
dog walking

Sarah Grimwood
9 Bigot Close 

Halesworth, Suffolk

01986 873592
07895 025174

frary8sr@btinternet.com

   Laura Mouncer
   Dog Walking, Dog Grooming
   Pet / House Sitting

Laura’s Pet Services  
“Happy and stress free pets &

happy and stress free you”

2 Fox Hill       
St Cross S.E.

Harleston, Norfolk
IP20 0NX

01986 782365
or

0777 4084021

         RUMBURGH BUCK

Open 7 Days A Week
Lunches 12pm - 2pm

Evening Meals 5pm - 8pm

Takeaway meals 
Available during 

food service hours

Telephone 01986 785257 
or 

Follow Us on Facebook

Mill Road, Rumburgh, IP19 0NT



ST JAMES
CHURCH NEWS
Despite the weather and not being able to carol through the village, the 
carol service was a great success and very well attended. We warmly 
welcomed the Waveney Valley Brass Ensemble to lead the carols and 
then most stayed for a chat while they enjoyed the refreshments. Many 
thanks to all those who cleaned and decorated the church which looked 
wonderful. As most are aware, it is a constant battle to keep churches 
open and it is such an important part of the village it would be very sad 
if it were to close.
Many will have noticed that a new entrance has been made to the land at 
the back of the church. This has been made necessary due to the limited 
parking at the front, and many who attend the services are unable to 
walk from the hall car park. Once the hedging gets established it won’t 
look so raw. If access is needed either Jane or Bernard has the lock num-
ber on the gate.
The PCC wishes all a peaceful New Year

HALL AND VILLAGE NEWS
Christmas lunch on the 8th December was a joyous occasion with over 
seventy attending once again. Wonderful food and good company, not 
to mention covetable raffle prizes, made for a lovely start to the Christ-
mas season. 
The committee would like to thank all those who helped decorate the 
hall, prepare as well as serve food and of course, clear up afterwards. Too 
many helpers to mention!
The Wreath Making workshop, a very popular first for St James, run by 
Jenni Baker, was attended by 14 people, from out-lying areas as well as 
St James. It was a fun afternoon, with homemade cakes and tea, which 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed and all went away with a beautiful wreath 
to adorn their doors for the Christmas period.
The next Crafternoon will be on Monday 10th February at 2.00pm 
where we will be welcoming Sally from Sally B Designs Artisan, who will 
be showing us how to do Needle Felting. Contact Ruth Jewson on 01986 
783959. Everything needed for this fun craft is included and the cost is 
£10.00 per person.



KARL LUGOKARL LUGO
Joinery and Carpentry

Services

‘Sancroft’, Fox Hill
St Cross South Elmham

Harleston, Norfolk IP20 0NU

For all your purpose made joinery 
and carpentry

Windows, Doors, Units, etc.
Supply and fit.

Tel: 01986 782276
Mobile: 07879 477137

www.lovewell-blake.co.uk 

Sound advice, that comes 
from being part of your 
farming community 
For a free consultation contact Ryan Lincoln         
in our Halesworth office: 
t: 01986 873163                        
e: r.lincoln@lovewell-blake.co.uk  



St James continued....
The next event in the village will be an OPEN GARDEN at the Laburnums. 
Sunday 23rd February, open from 11 - 4pm for snowdrops and hellebores 
with hot refreshments and shelter from the weather should it be inclement.
Contact Jane on 01986 782413

On March 22nd Harleston Choral Society will once again hold a quiz 
with supper in our village hall. All are welcome, regardless of whether you 
belong to the choir, so if you would like to test your brains after all that 
Christmas TV, book in with Caroline on 019867 82545.
In May, the hall will host a BARN DANCE, date will be in the next 
Community News.

Last, but not least, a reminder of the sports sessions and equipment we have 
in our hall. There are badminton, table tennis and Pilates sessions weekly 
and we have equipment for Pickleball, a sport which is becoming increas-
ingly popular.
All details contact Caroline on 01986 782545.

HARLESTON CHORAL SOCIETY         
We’re now well into our 25th anniversary year, 
singing Carl Orff Carmina Burana, which will 
be the highlight of the year at our Summer Concert 
on 28th June, with the choir of Harleston Sancroft Academy. It’s never too 
late to join us, we’re a friendly community choir, we welcome everybody 
(especially potential Tenors), whether or not they’ve sung in a choir before, 
there are no auditions.  We meet for practices on Monday evenings from 
7.30 pm – 9.30pm in The London Road Church, Harleston IP20 9BH. Free 
parking is available in The Original Factory Shop (TOFS) car park almost 
opposite.  We have lots of events to celebrate twenty-five years of wonderful 
music and we hope that you’ll enjoy them with us.

See the Home Page and the About Us and Location and Contact sections of 
our website www.harlestonchoral.org.uk for more information about HCS 
(and our 25th anniversary), or from 
Caroline Rodbourne, caroline@rodbourne.org.uk 01986 782545 or 
Jo Curry, jo.curry@sky.com 07768 544005       



 

Truly Traceable Venison &Truly Traceable Venison &
Game PiesGame Pies

Handmade pies & sausage rolls
Supplied frozen to cook at home for an easy meal.

Available for collection or free delivery to your door!
Locally reared meat & vegetarian pies also available.

Visit our website www.trulytraceable.com
or phone for current flavours.

Halesworth 01986835980 or 07787770774
Email trulytraceable@btinternet.com premier_turfing@outlook.com

07384 264867

Premier
Turfing and Lawn Care

Independent specalist providing professional 
quality turfing and lawn maintenance services

Supply and laying of new turf 
Bespoke lawncare packages
Weed and moss treatments

Free inital consultaaon and quotaaon

Ben L oughri l l
Timber Merchant

BESPOKE TABLES

Mobile Sawmil l ing
 

Rounds for Turning

Timber and more. . .

www.benloughri l l .com

Tel:07776 121 401

Local Handyman 
I can do that job for you 
☼ Fencing 
☼ Garden Projects 
☼ Painting & Decoration 
☼ Kitchens & Bathrooms 
☼ Fitted Wardrobes 
☼ General Maintenance 
☼ Flat Pack Assembly 
☼ Tiling and much more….. 

call or email for a quote 

07789117163 
chris@maddoxmaintenance.co.uk 

www.maddoxmaintenance.co.uk 



HARLESTON & DISTRICT u3a
Harleston & District u3a would like to invite you to the second of 
our 2025 monthly talks – Fleeing the Red Terror - on 19th January at 
2.00pm, in St John’s Church, Harleston. Ron French, a Beccles u3a mem-
ber, will be talking about the flight of a wealthy young family from the 
depredation of Lenin’s campaign of political repression and executions 
in Soviet Russia, carried out by the Bolsheviks.
Visitors welcome, admission £3.00 including refreshments. Further 
information about this and all Harleston & District u3a’s activities is on 
our website www.harleston.u3asite.uk  or contact Kim Poulton on 
01986 788149.

SOUTH ELMHAM & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
MEETINGS
27th Feb  Sarah Doig on “A Sign of the Times; Local History told  
  through East Anglian Road Signs”
27th March Dr J Belsey on “The Boy who burned the Barn - Crime  
  and Punishment in 19thC Suffolk”
24th April  Stuart Burgess on “The Elizabethan House of Gt Yar  
  mouth “If walls could talk”

Meetings are held at St Margaret South Elmham Village Hall on the last 
Thursday of each month at 7.30pm 

unless otherwise advised. Everyone is most welcome you do not have to 
be a member to attend.

£3 on the door, £1 members, including refreshments.
For further information ring Sue: 01986 782244



D Johnson DecoratingD Johnson Decorating

Interior & Exterior Painting
Residential & Commercial

Paper Hanging

Reliable service at competitive rates

01986 782207      07584678337

LOOKING FOR A HOBBY 
WAVENEY VALLEY & DISTRICT 

PRESERVATION SOCIETY
Is a group of enthusiastic people 

whose love is to preserve the past 
for the future by restoring vintage 

machinery, colleting items of 
interest, from keys to milk jugs. And 

putting them on display to help 
organisers to raise money for 

charities
YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE AN

ENGINEER
Come along to one of 

our meetings and have a chat
Face book 

wvadps@hotmail.com
01986893092

YOUR LOCAL RELIABLE LOCKSMITH EXPERT

GAINING ENTRY
RE-SECURING
LOCK CHANGING
KEY CUTTING

07966 693048 / 01986 783860
andrewslocksmith.co.uk
Locks24hour@gmail.com



Meeting Dates 2025
All meetings are held in Rumburgh & St Michael Village Hall, 

Rumburgh IP19 0JD
• Wednesday 8th January 2025 at 7.30pm
• Wednesday 12th March 2025 at 7.30pm
• Wednesday 14th May 2025 at 7.30pm
Annual Parish Meeting & Annual Parish Council Meeting
• Wednesday 9th July 2025 at 7.30pm
• Wednesday 10th September 2025 at 7.30pm
• Wednesday 12th November 2025 at 7.30pm

~Members of the Public are Welcome to Attend all Meetings ~
The agenda is displayed on village noticeboards and published on TSPC’s 

website (https://threesaints-pc.gov.uk) three days before the meeting. 
Planning meetings and additional meetings may be arranged 

as needed.
For further details contact the Clerk:

Email: clerk@threesaints-pc.gov.uk or Tel: 07774 734411

Homersfield Parish Council
Meeting Dates 2025

All meetings are held in The Black Swan, Homersfield
• Tuesday 28th January 2025 at 6.00pm 
• Tuesday 18th March 2025 at 6.00pm
• Tuesday 6th May 2025 at 6.00pm 
• Tuesday 15th July 2025 at 6.00pm
• Tuesday 16th September 2025 at 6.00pm
• Tuesday 18th November 2025 at 6.00pm

~ Parishioners are Welcome to attend all Meetings ~
The agenda is displayed on the village noticeboard and published on HPC’s 

website (https://homersfield-pc.gov.uk) three days before the meeting. 
Planning meetings and additional meetings may be arranged as needed.

For further details contact the Clerk:
Email: clerk@homersfield-pc.gov.uk or Tel: 07774 73441



IT Handyman
&Web Design
Reliable IT Handyman Services: Quick
and efficient solutions for all your tech
problems. Either one off projects or
ongoing support.

Creative Web Design: Beautiful, user-
friendly websites that showcase your
business.

Call: 07984 879906

Email: joe@cromulence.uk

Visit: cromulence.uk

Location: St Margarets South Elmham,
Suffolk

     Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum.
Opening times 10am until 4pm every Wednesday Saturday 

and Sunday Including Monday Bank Holidays.
Some Main Events for 2023

East Coast Pirates Day, American Cars, Very Poplar Event ,  May 14th

Aviation Art & Plastic Model Day                                       May 21st

Family Fun Day                                                                     July 23rd

RAFA and Veterans Day                                                      August 6th

There will be Flypasts at some events. All events and Flypasts are subject 

to weather and operational availability.  

Please check our website for full details and many more events.

NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK AVIATION MUSEUM

Opening times 

10am until 4pm every Wednesday 
        Saturday and Sunday until 1st November 2024

           

Then Sundays only until 1st December 2024

Closed between 1st December until February 14th 2025
    

Admission Charges will apply from February 2025 

 During Christmas and New Year there will be a few open days, 
please visit the website for dates & details 

Private Viewings can be arranged
Please contact the Museum Manager on 01986 896644 

     Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum.
Opening times 10am until 4pm every Wednesday Saturday 

and Sunday Including Monday Bank Holidays.
Some Main Events for 2023

East Coast Pirates Day, American Cars, Very Poplar Event ,  May 14th

Aviation Art & Plastic Model Day                                       May 21st

Family Fun Day                                                                     July 23rd

RAFA and Veterans Day                                                      August 6th

There will be Flypasts at some events. All events and Flypasts are subject 

to weather and operational availability.  

Please check our website for full details and many more events.



Is your garden in need of a tidy or need a 
bit more advise on what to plant where, we 

would love to help.

We garden with nature in mind, these are the 
services we offer:

Is your garden in need of a tidy or need a bit more advise on what to plant 
where, we would love to help.

We garden with nature in mind, these are the services we offer:  

Garden Maintenance:

Lawn Mowing

Pruning

Hedge Cutting 

Strimming 

Garden Design 

Irrigation systems

Polytunnel Erection 

Garden Clearance

Vegetable Patch 
construction and advice

Contact Jannine and Jon 07852664818 or 
umbelgardening@gmail.com

Fully qualified Reflexologist and 
Swedish Massage Therapist

Offering Massage session in 
St Margaret South Elmham

Full Body Massage | Reflexology  
Indian Head Massage 

Back & Shoulder Massage

Prices start from £35 a session 
why not treat yourself

Contact Jannine Parry 
07852 664818 or 

therapyfairy@googlemail.com
Mobile massage service can be available

THERAPY FAIRY 

Fully qualified Reflexologist and Swedish Massage Therapist 

Offering Massage session in St Margaret South Elmham 

Full B
ody M

assag
e Refle

xolog
y

India
n Head 

Massag
e Back 

and S
hould

er M
assag

e

Prices start from £35 a session - why not treat yourself  

Contact Jannine Parry 07852664818 or 
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Prices start from £35 a session - why not treat yourself  

Contact Jannine Parry 07852664818 or 

therapyfairy@googlemail 

Mobile massage service can be available 

Garden Maintenance:

Lawn Mowing

Pruning

Hedge Cutting

Strimming

Garden Design
Irrigation systems

Polytunnel Erection
Garden Clearance

Vegetable Patch
construction & advice

Contact Jannine and Jon 
07852 664818 or 

umbelgardening@gmail.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR
Another year gone, just like that!

And it’s back to the uniform of scarf, coat and hat!

Father Christmas took lodgings in a local farm,
I assume the reindeer stayed in the barn,

They all magically appeared one cold, dark night,
Spreading joy and sweets, to the children’s delight.

This year I will try to be more organised.
If I can stick to it everyone will be surprised!

To keep my mind focused and on track,
It usually veers off the rails and doesn’t come back!

As they say I’ll try to “keep my ducks in a row”,
Mine seem to have waddled off to some place i don’t know.

I wish you all a very happy New Year, 
Try to stay healthy, but thanks to Mr. Starmer, probably not 

wealthy!



 
 
 

Here at Crossways, We offer a large range of top brands and 
quality food for all animals not just horse. 

These include Chickens, Pigs, Horses, Goats, Dogs, Cats and 
Wild Birds. 

 

 
01508 518400 

Monday – Friday 8:30 – 17:00, Saturdays 9:00 – 17:00 
Closed Sundays 

99 Yarmouth Road, Ellingham, NR35 2PH 

 



The South Elmham Community News is printed by 
Hetty’s Little Copy Shop, for all your printing needs and more... 

Halesworth, 01986 873400


